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Abstract 

The international project CANEPAL: Culture and nature: the European heritage of sheep 

farming and pastoral life is co-financed by the framework program of the European Union, 

Culture 2007-13. Institutions selected from 8 countries (France, Greece, Poland, Bulgaria, 

Estonia, Spain, Italy and Hungary) carry out the program jointly under the guidance of the 

Hungarian Open Air Museum, Szentendre. The main goal of our program is to raise 

awareness of the European heritage of sheep farming and pastoral life and of its actual 

possibilities. 

Sheep breeding in Europe has a history of several thousand years. During the past centuries 

besides representing a significant sector of economy, sheep farming has also implied and 

does even today a material and spiritual cultural heritage of extraordinary wealth.  

The cultural phenomena created by the shepherds’ particular lifestyle close to nature and by 

sheep keeping passed on their heritage and features easily recognizable and identifiable in 

music, customs, clothing, farm architecture, dietary culture as well as arts and crafts Europe-

wide.  

This project argues that by shedding light on the culture of the pastoral activities at all levels, 

we help a common and significant part of the European heritage to be sustained, while at 

the same time artistic and crafts creativity can be encouraged, tourism may be promoted, 

the environmental sustainability that is related to sheep farming enhanced, the social 

identity of upland areas boosted and a revival of cultural activities sustained. Thus, the 

common cultural identity of sheep farming territories may be strengthened, aided by a 

network of sheep farming and pastoral life museums and interpretation centres, as well as 

publications, exhibitions and conferences, among other things, aiming to raise awareness 

among the public and the ethnographic profession of the value of such heritage. 

 


