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Abstract 

The preparation of this paper was guided by the very famous map of the situation of 

transhumance in Europe and the Mediterranean published by Elli Müller in 1938. It was used 

again by Fernand Braudel in 1949 in "The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in 

the Age of Philip II" and in all the works on transhumance. This map, which was drawn up at 

a time when sheep transhumance was still very active, shows the extent to which this is a 

Euro-Mediterranean phenomenon. Transhumance is a regular movement of flocks and 

shepherds, temporarily, along a specific route and in regular grazing areas which are defined 

in advance. The travelling time is also determined, as are the various stages, stops and places 

where the flocks can drink, as well as the taxes that might have to be paid along the way. 

Nomadism differs from transhumance mainly through the human groups that are involved, 

namely entire families or even all generations of an ethnic community. Transhumance is no 

longer as important as it was before the Second World War; it still exists in Spain, Italy, 

France, and more modestly in Bulgaria or Romania. Although transhumance still exists, it is 

now carried out by truck and transhumance on foot is above all a very folklorised approach 

to comply with current tourism issues linked to the local development of certain regions. 

In his map, Elli Müller identifies three types of transhumance: the "normal" transhumance, 

the "Reverse" transhumance and the "Double" transhumance. As for Mariel Jean-Brunhes 

Delamarre, she distinguishes between a Mediterranean type sheep transhumance with a 

vertical component, involving steep slopes in both the areas crossed and the pasture land, 

and a middle-Europe type sheep transhumance with little or no difference in altitude. 

Elli Muller’s map still enables us to question the limits of transhumance, in northern Europe 

with the alpine pastoral life, and in the south, on the African continent, with nomadic or 

semi-nomadism of the steppes. That is why this topic reflects the Euro-Mediterranean 

geographical diversity. On the eastern and southern shores of the Mediterranean, the clear 

distinction between transhumance,  semi-sedentary sheep farming and semi-nomadic life is 

much more difficult to identify precisely, especially as today, in these areas, sheep farming is 

less and less a sole activity. 

On the subject of sheep transhumance, there are obvious advantages in looking beyond a 

viewpoint limited to the partner countries of the European cultural "Canepal" programme 

(Estonia, Poland, Hungary, France, Greece, Bulgaria) and our goal was to embrace a wider 

but also more coherent area and try to share some elements of diversity. 


