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Abstract 

Pastoralism has been shaped as a result of sheep domestication  during the Mesolithic-Neolithic 
transition. It developed in civilizations that lived in the Basin of the Mediteerean Sea.  It was 
especially strongly rooted in ancient Greece where the relics of ancient pastoral civilizations have 
survived the passage of time. 
Forms of sheep breeding are closely connected with the geographical environment which 
developed on less fertile areas which were not cultivable, mostly on mountainous regions. Sheep 
breeding originally accompanied agriculture, main activity of rural population, but with time it has 
become an independent part of economy. 
The main responsibilities of shepherds on pasture lands were sheep protection, milking and 
cheese production. 
At the turn of the 14th and 15th century and also in the 16th century, sheep breeding started to 
develop on the northern slopes of the Carpathians . It was a result of the so called Vlach 
colonization - great migration wave from behind the Carpathians who gradually assimilated with 
the local population. It caused the creation of a specific pastoral culture in the Carpathians . 
Sheep breeding was a hard work. It lasted almost all day and night and required a lot of physical 
strength. Undoubtedly, long hours of loneliness that shepherds had to spend on pasture lands, 
had an effect on their character and mentality. 
After the transformations in the 20th century, the image of a pastoral life in the contemporary 
times has changed. In the new century there is an image of a modern farmer-breeder.  However, 
because of the development of technology, a way of farming has changed. The work of shepherds 
has become easier. Sheep breeding has become a part of a tourist industry. Pastoral culture that is 
deeply-rooted in tradition of particular countries is an important element of identity of a region 
and country, and thus, a valuable tourist product. 
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